
2008 ARRL 10 Meter Contest Results 
Ken Harker, WM5R 

wm5r@arrl.net  
 
 

 
How's this for a "skyhook"? David, VK2CZ, operated as VK8AA in Australia's Northern Territories 

with this monster beam. The antenna was 85 feet long and it was 140 feet in the air, thanks to the 
crane. (Photo VK2CZ)  

 

 
A good Sporadic-E opening on Sunday produced many QSOs throughout the Midwest and East 

Coast. (Map by Jon NØJK)  
 

Is it Solar Cycle 24 yet?  Solar scientists first observed a sunspot that fits the criteria for the new solar cycle 
back on January 4, 2008.  More recently, solar scientists have announced that the solar minimum has been 
deeper and longer than average, with almost no sunspot activity in the past year.  Whether it is, or it is not, 
a new solar cycle, when the dates for a radio contest come around you know that amateur radio operators 



will show up.  Whether the conditions are good or bad, they are what they are, and it's always a new 
adventure and every contest is a fresh start.  On December 13-14, 2008, it was time to play the game that is 
radiosport.  1,885 amateur radio stations took their chances on propagation on the 10 meter band, eager for 
contacts around the globe. 
 
You don't need to be an expert on solar physics to make contacts on the HF radio bands, but learning more 
about the sun and how it interacts with the earth and our ionosphere can be rewarding.  A good place to 
start is looking at solar flux data.  This data, along with some other data on the sun, is broadcast on WWV 
and can be downloaded from the Internet at the web site of the National Geophysical Data Center 
(www.ngdc.noaa.gov).  Solar flux is a measurement of the intensity of solar radiation at a wavelength of 
10.7 centimeters (2.8 GHz), and historically the measurements have been taking with a radio telescope in 
Ottawa, the capital city of Canada.  The higher the solar flux number, the higher the level of radio 
emissions from the sun, the more ionization in the earth's ionosphere, and the higher the maximum usable 
frequency. 
 
Solar flux numbers generally range from 60 up to 200 or higher.  Being at solar minimum, it should not be 
surprising that the 2008 ARRL 10 Meter Contest was the first during this solar minimum to occur on days 
with solar flux below 70.  In fact, no day in the entire month of December, 2008 saw a solar flux number at 
or above 70.  This is significantly lower than the 2007 contest, which happened to coincide with a bump up 
in solar flux into the mid-80s.  The solar flux daily averages were 67.5 for December 13 and 66.6 for 
December 14.  The lowest daily average so far for this solar minimum was a 65.2 measured on November 
28, 2008, a little over two weeks before the contest. 
 
Despite poor conditions on the higher frequency HF bands, radio contesting continues to grow in popularity 
and activity. Other contests leading up to and immediately following the ARRL 10 Meter Contest saw 
significant increases in log submissions.  The CQ World Wide DX Contest received over 10,000 log entries 
from the CW and SSB contests for the first time. (12,000 including the CQ WW RTTY Contest!)  Log 
submissions in the ARRL November Sweepstakes were at five-year highs in 2008, and the ARRL RTTY 
Roundup continues to see a record number of log submissions year after year. One could understand, 
however, if the ARRL 10 Meter Contest didn't follow suit.  After all, the band is a lot more challenging at 
solar minimum.  But contesters must love a challenge now and then.  Activity in the contest improved in 
2008.  A total of 1,885 logs were entered in the 2008 ARRL 10 Meter Contest, an increase of 299 logs, or 
19%, from 2007.  
 
Where did those extra logs come from?  164 of those additional 299 logs were from stations in the United 
States and Canada.  1,356 W/VE logs is the highest number of contest entries from W/VE since 2003.  The 
number of Canadian log submissions rose 35% from last year, with contest entries from all provinces (but 
no log submissions from VYØ, VY1, or VE8).  Activity was higher in every ARRL Division except for the 
Delta and Rocky Mountain Divisions.   Entries from DX stations were up by 144 logs, including 112 more 
European entries than last year.  The number of logs from Asia rebounded a bit (14 more than 2007) while 
entries from other parts of the globe remained similar to last year's totals.  The increase in log submissions 
means that this is likely to be the first solar cycle minimum in which the overall number of logs submitted 
in the ARRL 10 Meter Contest stays above 1,000. 
 
The three Single-Operator Low-Power categories remain the most popular, accounting for a little over half 
of all log submissions.  The most popular of all the categories for DX stations is the Single-Operator CW-
Only Low-Power category.  For W/VE stations, the Single-Operator Mixed-Mode Low-Power category 
was the most popular.  The number of Multi-Operator entries was up quite a bit this year for both W/VE 
(15% more logs) and DX stations (62% more logs).  As we start to head toward solar the next maximum, 
some of these trends will possibly change.  At the peak of Solar Cycle 23, the Phone-Only categories were 
more popular than they have been during the current solar minimum. 
 
 
 
 
 



Records 
 
Perhaps not surprisingly, there were no world, continental, or overall W/VE records set in the 2008 ARRL 
10 Meter Contest.  What might surprise some to learn, though, is that this is the first year during the current 
solar minimum in which none of those records have been broken.   
 
18 new DXCC entity records were set in 2008, scattered in all parts of the globe except South America.  
Two new records were set in Africa, five in Asia, five in Europe, five in North America, and one in 
Oceania.  Three of the new DXCC entity records were set in Honduras!  Antonio, HR2DX set a previously-
unclaimed record in the Single-Operator Phone-Only QRP category, operating from his station in El 
Progreso.  Raymond, WQ7R operating as HR9/WQ7R set the new record for the Single-Operator, CW-
Only Low-Power category, and the team at HQ2GL set a new mark in the Multi-Operator category. 
 
There were no new W/VE Division records set in 2008.  There were, however, four new W/VE section 
records set, all in Single-Operator QRP categories.  Three of the W/VE section records were set in the 
Single-Operator Mixed-Mode QRP category: Manuel, W2MF in Northern New Jersey (44,574 points) 
nearly doubled the section record score he set in 2007, Christopher, KU4A in Kentucky (3,944 points) also 
improved on a record he set last year, and James, AD5YU set the new section record in Arkansas (4,200 
points).  James KØHW in South Dakota set a new section record in the Single-Operator Phone-Only QRP 
category (5,150 points).  29 section records remain unclaimed, primarily in the QRP categories.  14 of those 
unclaimed records are for Canadian sections. The Yukon/Northwest Territories still has four unclaimed 
section records, while Newfoundland/Labrador and Manitoba each have three unclaimed records. 
 
DX Categories 
 
Most of the increase in DX participation in the ARRL 10 Meter contest in 2008 came from European 
stations, and Europe now accounts for over half of all the DX logs entered in the contest.  Were conditions 
in Europe better this year?  Or did the contest benefit from the general increase of interest in HF 
radiosport?  It seems that the latter is the more likely explanation.  Contesting is seeing a burst of new 
interest and even the 10 Meter Contest seems to be benefitting.  Five new DXCC entity records were set in 
2008 in Europe, but all were newly claimed records and all were based on entries that made fewer than 50 
contacts. 
 
The five new records set in Asia were split between west Asia and east Asia.  In west Asia, Brian, 5B4AIZ 
operating with the call sign C4Z, set a new Cyprus record in the Single-Operator Mixed Mode Low-Power 
category, and Hamad, 9K2HN set a new Kuwait record score in the Single-Operator CW-Only High-Power 
category.  Three new records were set in southeast Asia and China.  Lee, 9W2DRL of Penang set a new 
West Malaysia record score in the Single-Operator, Phone-Only Low-Power category.  K C, 9V1UV, 
operating with DX spotting network assistance, set a new Multi-Operator record score for Singapore.  Eric 
BD4CZX, operating from Shanghai, set a new Chinese record in the Single-Operator Phone-Only High-
Power category. 
 
The only area of the DX world without an increase in log submissions was South America.  There were 
three fewer log submissions from South America in 2008 than in 2007, and South America was the only 
continent with no new DXCC entity record scores.  While the totals are down from last year, the number of 
logs from South America was still the third-highest ever, and many of the top scores in the contest come 
from South America.  With north-south propagation paths to multiplier-rich North America and western 
Europe, stations in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and Uruguay can do well in the overall standings. 
 
Single-Operator Mixed-Mode 
 
A familiar contest call sign to many, Vitor, PY2NY took the overall DX victory in the Single-Operator 
Mixed-Mode QRP category.  Operating from Jaboticabal, near Sao Paulo, Vitor was the only DX entrant in 
the category to make more than 100 contacts: "Much better luck than last year, with I, F, OK, S5, EA and 
DL stations in the log."  Second place went to Dusan, YT2RX, operating from Serbia.  Bobrov, RW3AI 



took third place with 43 contacts from Moscow, Russia.  The top entry was Asia was Yoshirou, JH7RTQ of 
Fukushima City, who barely out-scored two countrymen for fifth place overall. 
 
In the Single-Operator Mixed-Mode Low-Power category, Alejandro LU5WW, operating from the club 
station of the Radio Club Puerto Madryn, LU6WG, took the victory this year from Argentina with 411 
contacts and 98 multipliers.  Two Brazilian stations had a very close competition for second and third 
places worldwide.  Second place went to Alex, PY2SEX (70,560 points), operating from Campinas, near 
Sao Paulo.  Alex notes, "The propagation was bad, but a good opening on Saturday and Sunday afternoon 
made the contest great!"  Also located in Sao Paulo state, Alan Laure, PY2LSM was just behind (68,880 
points) for third place.  Alan actually had about 60 more QSOs than Alex, and an equal number of 
multipliers.  The top European score was from Zeky, 9A5ST (9,636 points), operating from Croatia, for an 
eighth-place overall finish. 
 
Worldwide victory in the Single-Operator Mixed-Mode High-Power category went to a station from central 
Europe this year.  Manfred, DK2OY of Gelting, Germany, edged out his South American competition with 
253 QSOs and 58 multipliers.  A close second place went to Pedro, CE3BFZ (45,430 points) from 
Santiago, Chile.  Third place went to Paul, PY3DX (43,032 points) with 216 QSOs and 66 multipliers from 
Puerto Alegre, Brazil.  No stations outside the top three worked more than 50 multipliers.  Last year's 
category winner, Vidi, ZS1EL came in tenth place this year, the best finish in the 2008 contest for any 
station from southern Africa. 
 
Single-Operator Phone-Only 
 
Fourteen stations outside the United States and Canada entered the Single-Operator Phone-Only QRP 
category in 2008.  The winner this year was Francisco, TG9ANF of Guatemala City, the only entrant in the 
category with over 100 QSOs.  Second and third places went to stations in South America.  Sebastian, 
LW3DC, operating with the contest call sign LV6D, made just under 100 QSOs to come in second place.  
Sebastian operated from Bunin, near Buenos Aires.  Antonio, PY2BN took third place with just 36 QSOs to 
13 multipliers from Americana, Brazil.  Maxime, F4FEY was the top European score, in fourth place 
overall, with 27 contacts from Nantes, France. 
 
Eight of the top ten scores in the Single-Operator Phone-Only Low-Power category came from South 
America, and the other two were stations in the Caribbean.  Winning the category this year was Tino, 
HI3CCP who finished the contest with 1,107 QSOs in 54 multipliers from Santiago in the Dominican 
Republic.  Second place went to Victor, LU3HS operating with the contest call sign LQ5H from Cordoba, 
Argentina.  Victor worked more multipliers (61) than Tino, but fewer than one-third as many contacts.  A 
very close third place finish went to Jorge, LU5VV operating with contest call sign LV5V from Bariloche, 
Argentina.  Jorge's score of 24,840 points just edged out fourth place finisher Jody, VP5JM (24,816 points), 
a difference of a fraction of a percentage point overall.  Jody had over 130 more QSOs, but 11 fewer 
multipliers, than Jorge, and was the best finish of any female Single-Operator competitor this year. 
 
In the Single-Operator Phone-Only High-Power category, overall QSO totals were slightly up from the top 
totals in 2007.  This year, the victory went to Roberto, LU2FA (70,980 points), operating with contest call 
sign LR2F from Rosario, Argentina. He made 551 contacts, 111 more than last year's category winner.  The 
competition for second and third place was close this year.  Kay, K6KO, using her Aruban call sign P4ØK 
(45,632 points), came out in second place.  Kay was a guest operator at the contest station of Andy 
AE6Y/P49Y and John W6LD/P4ØL.  Dan, LU4DJB took third place with 45,384 points, operating with the 
contest call sign LS2D from Buenos Aires, Argentina.  David, VK2CZ, operating with the call sign 
VK8AA from the city of Darwin in Australia's Northern Territories, had one of the best results for Oceania, 
finishing eighth overall with 11,662 points.  Dave's portable operation used on a crane to lift a nine-element 
Yagi with a 26 meter (85') long boom up about 43 meters (140') above ground! 
 
Single-Operator CW-Only 
 
Dominated by Japanese stations in recent years, the top score in the Single-Operator CW-Only QRP 
category mostly went to European stations in 2008.  Eight of the top ten scores in the category came from 



Europe, including three from Romania.  Overall DX victory in the category, however, went to Walter, 
LW3EX, the only station in the category to make over 50 QSOs.  Located in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
Walter is also a serious 6 meter enthusiast.  Janko, S59D took second place in the category, the best 
showing by a Slovenian station in the contest.  Cristian, YO4XT came in third place with 27 contacts from 
Braila, Romania.  
 
Only one DX station in the Single-Operator CW-Only Low-Power category made over 100,000 points this 
year.  First place went to Geoff, WØCG/PJ2DX, who operated at the Caribbean Contesting Consortium's 
contest station PJ2T on the island of Curacao in the Netherlands Antilles: "Other than a magnificent U.S. 
opening in the 1500 UTC hour on Saturday, this was all pain."  Second place went to Soni, PY1NX (59,944 
points), operating from Rio De Janeiro, Brazil.  Mario, LU8DPM, using his contest call sign LW1E, took 
third place in 2008 with 44,440 points.  Marco, XE2S came in fifth, the best result from a Mexican station 
in the 2008 contest.  The top European score was from Marin, 9A5MT (12,992 points) who used a seven-
element quad antenna on his way to an eighth-place finish from Croatia. 
 
Juan, LU1HF set the mark in 2008 with the highest score of any DX Single-Operator effort.  Operating 
from San Francisco, Argentina, Juan made 978 QSOs to an amazing 89 multipliers for a total score of 
343,184 points.  Second place went to Wal, PY2WC (98,112 points) operating from Aruja in Sao Paulo 
state in Brazil.  "I love this contest!" Wal wrote after the event.  Operating from Oranjestad, Aruba, Joop, 
P43JB came in third place (82,468 points).  Joop made just shy of 400 contacts.  Spots four through ten 
were all taken by European stations in 2008.  The top European score in the category came from Slovenian 
operator Slavko, S57DX (44,772 points).  Slavko only heard one U.S. station during the contest: Dave, 
K1ZZ in Connecticut. 
 
Multi-operator Single-Transmitter 
 
In the DX Multi-operator category, eight of the top ten scores came from stations in South America.  
Winning the contest in 2008 was the four-person CW5W team in Cerro Largo, Uruguay.  Operating from 
the station of Jorge, CX6VM and using his contest call sign, the team made 406,000 points, over 100,000 
more points than the category winner last year.  Second place went to a nearby station in Lagomar, 
Uruguay.  Together with Gustavo, CX7AT, station owner Pedro CX5BW scored 246,840 points, slightly 
lower than the two-man team's point total last year.  After winning the category in 2006, this is the second 
consecutive second-place finish for the CX5BW team. Third place went to the two person team at LS1D.  
Tim, LW9EOC and Daniel, LU3CT operated from the Buenos Aires area to make a total of 218,790 points. 
 
W/VE Categories 
 
Just two days before the start of the ARRL 10 Meter Contest, a major ice storm struck northern New 
England and portions of northeastern New York State. On Wednesday, December 11, 2008, the worst 
winter storm in a decade disrupted power for millions.  A heavy layer of ice coated roads, buildings, and 
trees. The storm was so severe that a week afterward, nearly 100,000 people were still without power.  
Many contesters in W1 and W2 watched helplessly as antennas and even towers succumbed to the ice.  
Many, of course, would not operate the ARRL 10 Meter Contest this year, as their stations were without 
power, antennas, or both.  Matt, KC1XX in New Hampshire reported ice up to 1.5 inches thick, causing 
severe damage to his antennas and keeping his station off the air.  Dave, K1TTT in Massachusetts had 1" 
radial ice on his antennas, and high winds following the ice tore antennas apart and kept him off the air as 
well.  Despite this major disaster, activity from the New England Division actually increased, from 91 logs 
in 2007 to 100 logs in 2008.  Activity in the Hudson Division increased from 59 to 64 logs. 
 
In 2007, no Canadian stations made it into any of the Top Ten W/VE score boxes. In 2008, Doug, VA3DF 
came in fifth place in the Single-Operator, Mixed-Mode QRP category, the only Canadian with a Top Ten 
score.  F-layer propagation is very difficult to take advantage of at the northern Canadian latitudes during 
solar minimum, and there was no significant sporadic-E propagation in Canada this year.  The top overall 
score from Canada was made by Gilles, VE2TZT of Ile-Bizard, Quebec, who scored 91,530 points in the 
Single-Operator Mixed-Mode High-Power category.  Gilles worked 350 QSOs and 81 multipliers, and this 
is the second year in a row that he has had the largest score in Canada. 



 
Single-Operator Mixed-Mode 
 
David, KR4OW had the winning W/VE score in the Single-Operator Mixed-Mode QRP category in 2008.  
David, operating from North Florida, had a substantially higher score (99,684 points) than anyone else in 
the category.  Manuel, W2MF nearly doubled the Southern New Jersey record (which he himself set in 
2007).  This is the second year in a row that Manuel has finished in second place W/VE in the category.  
Third place went to William, K4CIA of Raleigh, North Carolina.  William has been an active amateur radio 
operator and DXer for over 50 years. 
 
In the Single-Operator Mixed-Mode Low-Power category, the two top scores were earned by stations in 
Florida who each scored over 200,000 points.  Victory in the category went to William, W4TAA in West 
Central Florida. William may be operating from Canada next year - he recently moved to Ontario where he 
now has the call sign VE3NNQ.  Gary, N4DL, also in the West Central Florida section, took second place 
with just over 800 contacts in his log.  Third place went to last year's third-place finisher, Pete, K2PS of 
Southern New Jersey.  Pete has finished in the top three in this category for four years in a row.   Doug, 
VA3DF came in fifth place, the only Canadian station with a Top Ten score this year.  "Conditions were 
better than expected," Doug notes. 
 
With 1,163 QSOs in the log, John, WE3C, operating from Eastern Pennsylvania, won the Single-Operator, 
Mixed-Mode High-Power category this year (435,488 points).  After finishing fourth in 2007, John credits 
his win with better Sunday propagation and staying in the chair: "This year, Sunday was much more 
productive than Saturday."  Last year's category victor, Scott, NE9U, operating the well-known WØAIH 
contest station in Wisconsin, took second place (376,704 points).  Neal, K4EA in Georgia had the third 
highest score (320,488 points).  Last year's third place finisher, Jerry, WB9Z in Illinois came in a fourth 
place. 
 
Single-Operator Phone-Only 
 
Only 20 W/VE logs were received in the Single-Operator, Phone-Only QRP category this year, the fewest 
of any W/VE category.  The top three stations in the category were each rewarded with more than 100 
contacts this year.  Winning the category was John, KE2OI of Southern New Jersey, with an impressive 40 
multipliers.  James, KØHW of South Dakota took second place (and set a new South Dakota section record 
score) with just one fewer QSO, but 15 fewer multipliers, than John.  James had much better propagation 
on Sunday, with over 85% of his contacts made in the second 24 hours of the contest.  "I thought I might 
end with just two dozen contacts after I only had 12 as of Sunday morning."  Larry, W7YA of the Orange 
section in southern California, makes a repeat appearance in third-place.  Larry's result is one of the best for 
any station west of the Rocky Mountains. 
 
In 2007, the top three spots in the Single-Operator, Phone-Only Low-Power category all went to stations in 
the fifth call district.  This year, the top three spots all went to stations in the eastern U.S.  Peter, WD4IXD 
won the category from North Florida with just under 1000 contacts in the log.  Robert, AJ3T, from Western 
Pennsylvania, took second place with 450 QSOs.  Third place went to Douglas, K4DMH of Northern 
Florida.  Charles, W4GKF, who took eighth place from Georgia in 2007, improved to fourth place this 
year.  Summing up the weekend, Charles notes, "I thought on Friday night and Saturday that this was going 
to be a gigantic bust.  But the band came through on Sunday and I was able to make nearly ten times the 
number of Qs." 
 
In the Single-Operator Phone-Only High-Power category, a new entrant in the category took first place.  
George, NR5M, operating from a location northwest of Houston, made 1,338 QSOs to 59 multipliers for 
157,294 points.  Last year's category victor and also operating from South Texas, Chuck, W5PR, took 
second place (127,904 points) with 1,150 QSOs in 56 multipliers. Ed, WØSD of South Dakota moved up 
from fourth place to third place (123,960 points) this year.  Last year's second-place finisher, Ken, WM5R, 
operating at the K5TR station in South Texas, came in fourth place (115,472 points), the only other station 
in the category to break the 100,000 point barrier. 
 



Single-Operator CW-Only 
 
After a four-year run by Dale, KG5U, the Single-Operator CW-Only QRP category victory went to Tom, 
N5TW (23,904 points).  Tom's station is located north of Austin, Texas.  "I was in the chair running a 
frequency for about nine hours on Sunday.  Working 32 states and one Canadian province with 5 watts at 
the bottom of the cycle is just way cool," Tom notes.  Second place (22,620 points) went to Skip, W5GAI, 
operating from his suburban hilltop station in Austin, Texas.  Skip used a single log periodic antenna and 
wire antennas from a 70-foot tall crank-up tower.  In third place, Spencer, N8AP made 18,760 points from 
Michigan, just edging out fourth-place Jon, NØJK (18,408 points) in Kansas. 
 
In the Single-Operator CW-Only Low-Power category, first place went to John, W2TX of South Florida.  
John made over 700 QSOs to claim the victory, 200 more than last year's winner in the category made.  
Merril, WK2G of West Central Florida moved up from a third-place finish last year to claim the second-
place spot in 2008. Third place went to Leonard, WB4TDH of West Central Florida.  Leonard made 23 
more contacts than Merril, but worked fewer multipliers.  
 
Dan, K1TO returned to first place in the W/VE Single-Operator CW-Only High-Power category in 2008.  
Dan last won the category in 2006, when he beat out Richard, K5NA by a score difference of 0.1%.  Dan 
finished in second place in 2007, behind K5NA, and this year took the top spot from his West Central 
Florida location with 386,808 points.  Second place this year went to Bob, N4BP of South Florida.  Bob 
made about 300 fewer contacts than Dan.  In third place, Dave, K1ZZ had the best result in the contest for 
any station in New England.  Operating from Connecticut, Dave was located south of the severe ice storm, 
and was one of the few stations in W/VE to work Europeans.  "I caught a brief European opening on 
Saturday morning for 32 QSOs and 10 countries."  Last year's category winner, Richard, K5NA, finished in 
fifth place from South Texas behind fourth-place finisher Fred, K4LQ in West Central Florida. 
 
Multi-operator Single-Transmitter 
 
The five-operator team at NX5M earned its fourth consecutive victory in the W/VE Multi-Operator Single-
Transmitter category.  This is the 12th consecutive year that Bob, NX5M and team have entered the 
category, and their fifth victory overall.  The team struggled to finish with 1,352 contacts and 117 
multipliers from South Texas.  Earning the second-place spot was a three-person team at W4UH in South 
Florida.  The W4UH team worked many more contacts than NX5M (1,694) but fewer multipliers (only 
99).  Chris, N4CJ (who also holds the call sign G4BUE) was joined by his wife June, MØBUE in a two-
person effort from West Central Florida that resulted in a third-place finish.  Together, they worked just 
over 1,000 contacts to 96 multipliers. 
 
ARRL Affiliated Clubs Competition 
 
One way to keep motivated and making contacts on 10 meters when the conditions are not so great is in 
knowing that your efforts are helping a club score. Even the smallest score can help contribute to your 
club.  51 clubs qualified for the competition this year, four more than qualified in 2007.  Affiliated clubs 
are organized into three categories: Local Clubs, Medium Clubs, and Unlimited Clubs.  Which category 
your club will be ranked in depends on the number of logs submitted for the club, and how large the 
territory is from which the club members operate. For a club to be listed in the results, the Contest Branch 
must receive at least three entries from club members.  
 
This year, there were 19 clubs in the Local Club category, six more than in 2007. The Central Virginia 
Contest Club took the top prize in 2008, with six club members combining for a total score of 209,928 
points. Last year's category winner, the Midland Amateur Radio Club of Midland, Texas finished second 
this year. Seven club members combined for a score of 154,270 points. 
 
The most competitive club competition category in 2008 was the Medium Club category.  29 clubs 
qualified for this category, and three scored over 1,000,000 points.  The Frankford Radio Club won first 
place in the Medium Club category with 1,487,258 points from 19 logs.  The 78,277 points per-log average 
was the best per-log average score of any club in the competition this year.  Last year's category winners, 



the Central Texas DX and Contest Club, came in second place.  The 21 logs from CTDXCC members 
combined for 1,272,142 points.  The Minnesota Wireless Association took third place with 48 logs and 
1,141,858 points.  The MWA beat out the nearby Society of Midwest Contesters (fifth place finishers) with 
a total score about 18,000 points higher, mainly by having eight more logs submitted.  The Yankee Clipper 
Contest Club also had a strong fourth place showing of just under 1,000,000 points total. 
 
Three clubs entered the Unlimited Club category, which retains limits on the geographic locations of the 
club stations, but not on how many can enter on behalf of the club.  Moving up from a third-place Medium 
Club finish last year, the Florida Contest Group took a commanding victory in the Unlimited Club category 
in 2008:  63 logs combined for a total of 4,388,168 points.  The Potomac Valley Radio Club came in 
second place with 2,490,294 points from 70 log submissions.  Third place went to the Northern California 
Contest Club with 636,430 points. 
 
To be eligible to compete, a club must be a current ARRL affiliate and must have submitted an annual 
report to the ARRL within the past two years. To become an Affiliated Club, more than half of the voting 
club membership must be ARRL members, more than half of the voting membership of the club must be 
licensed radio amateurs, the club must have a constitution, and the goals of the club must not conflict in any 
way with the goals of the ARRL.  Non-W/VE clubs can qualify for the Affiliated Club Competition, but 
they must meet all of the ARRL Affiliated Club requirements. 
 
For your score to count for your club, you must be a member of the club, the station from which you 
operate must be located within the club's geographic territory, and you must include the club name in the 
Cabrillo log file headers when you submit your log. Do not use abbreviations, even if you think your club's 
abbreviation is well known.  Many clubs have similar abbreviations.  You can find the official list of 
contest club names on the ARRL Contest Branch web site.  If your club is not listed, contact 
contests@arrl.org, and the team at the Contest Branch will help make sure that your club meets the 
Affiliated Club requirements and is updated on the list. 
 
Are You Ready for Next Year? 
 
Will conditions on the 10 meter band be any better in December, 2009, than they were in December, 2008?  
Even if the solar numbers don't look spectacular, you can be sure that thousands of contesters will show 
up.  On December 12-13, 2009, the band will once again come alive with signals from all parts of the 
globe.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2008 ARRL 10 Meter Contest Results 
Top Ten By Category 

 

  CALL SCORE 

W/VE  

Mixed Mode, QRP     

  KR4OW 99,684 

  W2MF 44,574 

  K4CIA 30,500 

  K3TW 25,696 

  VA3DF 23,500 

  NØUR 20,332 

  WØRU 9,240 

  W5ESE 7,896 

  NA4BW 7,450 

  WA6FGV 5,472 

Mixed Mode, Low Power     

  W4TAA 241,752 

  N4DL 217,566 

  K2PS 189,240 

  W3EP 153,640 

  WD5K 132,300 

  NØNI 125,164 



  WØETT 81,774 

  WQ5L 80,028 

  K4MF 70,330 

  K4ADR 65,130 

Mixed Mode, High Power     

  WE3C 435,488 

  WØAIH (NE9U, op) 376,704 

  K4EA 320,488 

  WB9Z 264,870 

  K8LEE 256,048 

  WØEWD 255,420 

  N4PN 244,622 

  N8II 230,076 

  W4LT 200,502 

  WØBH 180,432 

Phone Only, QRP     

  KE2OI 8,320 

  KØHW 5,150 

  W7YA 4,400 

  WWØWB 3,984 

  KBØOLA 2,944 

  N8MWK 2,944 



  KKØQ 1,376 

  W6QU (W8QZA, op) 1,368 

  KD4OFG 1,120 

  W8JMF 1,020 

Phone Only, Low Power     

  WD4IXD 97,818 

  AJ3T 38,184 

  K4DMH 34,944 

  W4GKF 28,880 

  W3LL 26,796 

  W5TMC 26,524 

  AC5O 22,400 

  WB2RHM 18,040 

  KAØFSP 17,792 

  N5MT 17,760 

Phone Only, High Power     

  NR5M 157,294 

  W5PR 127,904 

  WØSD 123,960 

  K5TR (WM5R, op) 115,472 

  K8CC (N8NX, op) 93,830 

  K4WI 92,400 



  NØQO 89,000 

  N8RA 87,696 

  N2EOC 83,172 

  WO4DX 76,496 

CW Only, QRP     

  N5TW 23,904 

  W5GAI 22,620 

  N8AP 18,760 

  NØJK 18,408 

  W7JI 16,256 

  N9SF 11,232 

  N9TF 7,644 

  N1TM 6,624 

  WO2N 6,300 

  K2SM 5,600 

CW Only, Low Power     

  W2TX 137,984 

  WK2G 120,320 

  WB4TDH 117,744 

  N4IJ 63,288 

  K4PG 59,312 

  KØMF 56,016 



  W3BGN 55,488 

  K9OM 52,096 

  K7HP 44,208 

  K4FT 40,480 

CW Only, High Power     

  K1TO 386,808 

  N4BP 284,064 

  K1ZZ 211,012 

  K4LQ 181,260 

  K5NA 172,704 

  W2UP 136,192 

  WJ9B 128,316 

  N5AU 114,460 

  WØZA 107,100 

  W9WI 103,896 

Multioperator     

  NX5M 434,304 

  W4UH 386,496 

  N4CJ 325,248 

  K4FJ 303,732 

  W5RU 297,600 

  N4ARR 292,136 



  N2MM 216,240 

  W5YAA 198,370 

  W4EE 150,300 

  K3WW 147,732 

DX 

Mixed Mode, QRP     

  PY2NY 20,020 

  YT2RX 4,576 

  RW3AI 2,652 

  EW6CU 684 

  JH7RTQ 588 

  JK1TCV 230 

  JH8FAJ 150 

  PE2KP 42 

Mixed Mode, Low Power     

  LU6WG (LU5WW, op) 132,104 

  PY2SEX 70,560 

  PY2LSM 68,880 

  NP3CW 50,848 

  CE3DNP 41,958 

  HK3O 15,392 

  LW4HBR 13,912 



  LW5EE 12,480 

  9A5ST 9,636 

  EA7KJ 7,296 

Mixed Mode, High Power     

  DK2OY 47,792 

  CE3BFZ 45,430 

  PY3DX 43,032 

  PY1NB 25,370 

  DL4WA 25,116 

  OE3GCU 12,012 

  FM5AN 11,808 

  UX2IO 11,100 

  HA1YI 11,078 

  ZS1EL 10,430 

Phone Only, QRP     

  TG9ANF 13,794 

  LV6D (LW3DC, op) 4,278 

  PY2BN 936 

  F4FEY 540 

  I5KAP 540 

  EA3FF 414 

  JA2DLM 336 



  DF1RK 306 

  VK4ATH 200 

  IK3XTY 170 

Phone Only, Low Power     

  HI3CCP 117,828 

  LQ5H (LU3HS, op) 38,308 

  LV5V (LU5VV, op) 24,840 

  VP5JM 24,816 

  AY8A (LU8ADX, op) 23,618 

  ZV2C 16,626 

  CE4ETZ 11,440 

  PU2MTS 10,800 

  CE2WZ 9,044 

  PU2LEP 7,848 

Phone Only, High Power     

  LR2F (LU2FA, op) 70,980 

  P40K 45,632 

  LS2D (LU4DJB, op) 45,384 

  PY5EW 22,256 

  PW2P 18,568 

  EC1KR 17,360 

  HQ2W 12,400 



  VK8AA (VK2CZ, op) 11,662 

  GØAEV 9,912 

  PY5ZD 7,776 

CW Only, QRP     

  LW3EX 8,052 

  S59D 1,792 

  YO4XT 1,560 

  US5VX 1,512 

  YO8WW 960 

  YO5ALI 792 

  G4DBW 540 

  9A2EY 264 

  PP5VX 240 

  F5UKL 240 

  PAØRBO 240 

CW Only, Low Power     

  PJ2T (WØCG, op) 103,040 

  PY1NX 59,944 

  LW1E 44,440 

  HR9/WQ7R 27,264 

  PY2XC 20,064 

  XE2S 16,272 



  J39BS 14,256 

  9A5MT 12,992 

  EA4TX 8,960 

  RV3LO 6,348 

CW Only, High Power     

  LU1HF 343,184 

  PY2WC 98,112 

  P43JB 82,468 

  S57DX 44,772 

  OL5M (OK1GI, op) 28,236 

  F5IN 27,448 

  9A2U (9A7KNB, op) 20,016 

  HA8FK 15,660 

  EA3NT 15,616 

  EA4KA 14,352 

Multioperator     

  CW5W 406,000 

  CX5BW 246,840 

  LS1D 218,790 

  CV5K 212,550 

  PP5MS 183,736 

  PY3MHZ 135,090 



  LQØF 129,990 

  LR4E 98,358 

  IO5O 32,240 

  HQ2GL 26,978 

 

 

 

 

2008 ARRL 10 Meter Contest Results 
Division Leaders  

 

MODE DIVISION CALL SCORE POWER 

Mixed Mode         

  Atlantic W2MF 44,574 A 

  Central AF9J 2,006 A 

  Dakota NØUR 20,332 A 

  Delta AD5YU 4,200 A 

  Great Lakes KT8K 5,396 A 

  Hudson WB2AMU 4,256 A 

  New England K1WHS 4,280 A 

  Pacific N6WG 5,190 A 

  Roanoke K4CIA 30,500 A 

  Rocky Mountain K7UP 3,780 A 

  Southeastern KR4OW 99,684 A 



  Southwestern WA6FGV 5,472 A 

  West Gulf W5ESE 7,896 A 

  Canada VA3DF 23,500 A 

          

  Atlantic K2PS 189,240 B 

  Central KB9OWD 51,600 B 

  Dakota ACØW 40,810 B 

  Delta WQ5L 80,028 B 

  Great Lakes K4YJ 27,456 B 

  Hudson WA2MCR 15,170 B 

  Midwest NØNI 125,164 B 

  New England W3EP 153,640 B 

  Northwestern N7LOX 16,750 B 

  Pacific NT6K 17,628 B 

  Roanoke N4VA 63,512 B 

  Rocky Mountain WØETT 81,774 B 

  Southeastern W4TAA 241,752 B 

  Southwestern K6AM 50,232 B 

  West Gulf WD5K 132,300 B 

  Canada VE3FGU 45,804 B 

          

  Atlantic WE3C 435,488 C 



  Central WØAIH (NE9U, op) 376,704 C 

  Dakota WAØMHJ 111,852 C 

  Delta WO4O 116,844 C 

  Great Lakes ND8L 30,000 C 

  Hudson N1EU 71,604 C 

  Midwest WØEWD 255,420 C 

  New England W9XT 163,226 C 

  Northwestern K7ZS 23,596 C 

  Pacific W6YX (N7MH, op) 137,060 C 

  Roanoke N8II 230,076 C 

  Rocky Mountain NØKE 134,496 C 

  Southeastern K4EA 320,488 C 

  Southwestern K9WZB 64,584 C 

  West Gulf K5QEA 22,172 C 

  Canada VE2TZT 91,530 C 

Phone Only         

  Atlantic KE2OI 8,320 A 

  Central KC9AMM 98 A 

  Dakota KØHW 5,150 A 

  Great Lakes N8MWK 2,944 A 

  Hudson AA2VK 208 A 

  Midwest KØKRH 304 A 



  New England KA1LMR 50 A 

  Roanoke KD4OFG 1,120 A 

  Rocky Mountain WWØWB 3,984 A 

  Southeastern KBØOLA 2,944 A 

  Southwestern W7YA 4,400 A 

          

  Atlantic AJ3T 38,184 B 

  Central WB9PUB 7,128 B 

  Dakota KEØL 16,730 B 

  Delta AC5O 22,400 B 

  Great Lakes KC8QAE 10,138 B 

  Hudson KS2G 2,250 B 

  Midwest KAØFSP 17,792 B 

  New England KA1AMR 4,264 B 

  Northwestern N7CKJ 1,696 B 

  Pacific N6IIU 2,448 B 

  Roanoke WB2RHM 18,040 B 

  Rocky Mountain KC6R 16,280 B 

  Southeastern WD4IXD 97,818 B 

  Southwestern WAØKDS 5,022 B 

  West Gulf W5TMC 26,524 B 

  Canada VE9CEH 5,928 B 



          

  Atlantic NA3D (@ N3HBX) 59,384 C 

  Central W9JA 9,408 C 

  Dakota WØSD 123,960 C 

  Delta W4KW 4,524 C 

  Great Lakes K8CC (N8NX, op) 93,830 C 

  Hudson N2EOC 83,172 C 

  Midwest KØRH 52,562 C 

  New England N8RA 87,696 C 

  Northwestern W7BJN 2,280 C 

  Pacific K6HNZ 5,960 C 

  Roanoke NX9T 22,720 C 

  Rocky Mountain NØQO 89,000 C 

  Southeastern K4WI 92,400 C 

  Southwestern W6AFA 3,016 C 

  West Gulf NR5M 157,294 C 

  Canada VA3PC 1,734 C 

CW Only         

  Atlantic K2SM 5,600 A 

  Central N9SF 11,232 A 

  Dakota NRØL 28 A 

  Great Lakes N8AP 18,760 A 



  Hudson WO2N 6,300 A 

  Midwest NØJK 18,408 A 

  New England N1TM 6,624 A 

  Pacific K9JM 2,304 A 

  Roanoke K8OWL 2,700 A 

  Rocky Mountain NØTK 2,940 A 

  Southeastern K4PBY 4,256 A 

  Southwestern N7IR 4,620 A 

  West Gulf N5TW 23,904 A 

  Canada VA3RKM 8 A 

          

  Atlantic W3BGN 55,488 B 

  Central K9QVB 34,144 B 

  Dakota KNØV 38,192 B 

  Delta N4ZI 30,100 B 

  Great Lakes K4FT 40,480 B 

  Hudson K2UF 16,272 B 

  Midwest WØEB 11,760 B 

  New England K1DC 34,880 B 

  Northwestern KA7T 13,156 B 

  Pacific KD6WKY 4,816 B 

  Roanoke K7SV 30,488 B 



  Rocky Mountain KØMF 56,016 B 

  Southeastern W2TX 137,984 B 

  Southwestern K7HP 44,208 B 

  West Gulf N4IJ 63,288 B 

  Canada VE3GSI 14,960 B 

          

  Atlantic W2UP 136,192 C 

  Central W9RE 72,716 C 

  Dakota NEØU 24,616 C 

  Delta W9WI 103,896 C 

  Great Lakes N8BJQ 34,740 C 

  Hudson K2EP 4,452 C 

  Midwest NYØV 17,236 C 

  New England K1ZZ 211,012 C 

  Northwestern K7BG 29,104 C 

  Pacific N6JV 29,008 C 

  Roanoke W4PK 36,432 C 

  Rocky Mountain WØZA 107,100 C 

  Southeastern K1TO 386,808 C 

  Southwestern AB7E 94,340 C 

  West Gulf K5NA 172,704 C 

  Canada VY2SS 32,240 C 



Multioperator         

  Atlantic KA3AFY 7,112 B 

  Central K9WX 1,296 B 

  Dakota KØTI 64,264 B 

  Delta AE5T 38,416 B 

  Great Lakes N8VV 75,544 B 

  Hudson K2DFC 67,680 B 

  Midwest KB5ENP 4,788 B 

  New England N1UR 51,136 B 

  Northwestern WA1PMA 10,500 B 

  Pacific K6MM 25,364 B 

  Roanoke K3KO 15,664 B 

  Rocky Mountain KK5OV 1,440 B 

  Southeastern W4EE 150,300 B 

  Southwestern K7RSM 736 B 

  West Gulf N5OE 79,152 B 

  Canada VE1OP 62,860 B 

          

  Atlantic N2MM 216,240 C 

  Central KI9A 29,302 C 

  Dakota NØAT 102,960 C 

  Delta W5RU 297,600 C 



  Great Lakes W8VM 66,000 C 

  Hudson AB2DE 53,802 C 

  Midwest NØXR 71,316 C 

  New England KI1G 69,504 C 

  Northwestern W7PU 15,444 C 

  Pacific W7RN 56,950 C 

  Roanoke K4FJ 303,732 C 

  Rocky Mountain KØGAS 69,248 C 

  Southeastern W4UH 386,496 C 

  Southwestern W7MD 42,896 C 

  West Gulf NX5M 434,304 C 

  Canada VE3MIS 16,948 C 

 

 

2008 ARRL 10 Meter Contest Results 
Continent Leaders  

 

CONT CALL SCORE CLASS POWER 

AF         

  Z29KM 3320 A B 

  ZS1EL 10430 A C 

  AY8A (LU8ADX, op) 23618 B B 

  EA8AH 2584 B C 



  ZS4JAN 1008 C B 

  EA8BQM 432 D B 

  EA8TX 480 D C 

AS         

  JH7RTQ 588 A A 

  JA2PFO 2080 A B 

  JA7NVF 3100 A C 

  JA2DLM 336 B A 

  JA1WWE 624 B B 

  JA7OWD 4296 B C 

  JR1NKN 168 C A 

  JF3BFS 2484 C B 

  JA2CUS 528 C C 

  BG4DVK 168 D B 

  JA6WIF 12420 D C 

EU         

  YT2RX 4576 A A 

  9A5ST 9636 A B 

  DK2OY 47792 A C 

  F4FEY 540 B A 

  AO1Y (EA1YB, op) 4294 B B 

  EC1KR 17360 B C 



  S59D 1792 C A 

  9A5MT 12992 C B 

  S57DX 44772 C C 

  EA5GVZ 110 D A 

  YT9A 5192 D B 

  IO5O 32240 D C 

NA         

  NP3CW 50848 A B 

  FM5AN 11808 A C 

  TG9ANF 13794 B A 

  HI3CCP 117828 B B 

  HQ2W 12400 B C 

  HR9/WQ7R 27264 C B 

  XE1MM 6048 C C 

  HQ2GL 26978 D B 

  KP2SJ 15344 D C 

OC         

  WH2D (K3UOC, op) 3300 A B 

  VK7GN 1788 A C 

  VK4ATH 200 B A 

  VK4EJ 740 B B 

  VK8AA (VK2CZ, op) 11662 B C 



  VK2CCC 4 C A 

  VK2AYD 5544 C B 

  ZL1AIH 2688 C C 

  VK2UZ 840 D B 

  ZL1BYZ 3968 D C 

SA         

  PY2NY 20020 A A 

  LU6WG (LU5WW, op) 132104 A B 

  CE3BFZ 45430 A C 

  LV6D (LW3DC, op) 4278 B A 

  LQ5H (LU3HS, op) 38308 B B 

  LR2F (LU2FA, op) 70980 B C 

  LW3EX 8052 C A 

  PJ2T (WØCG, op) 103040 C B 

  LU1HF 343184 C C 

  LQØF 129990 D B 

  CW5W 406000 D C 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



2008 ARRL 10 Meter Contest Results 
DX Affiliated Club Scores  

 

  Score  Entries 

 
Unlimited Category 

Florida Contest Group  4,388,168 63 

Potomac Valley Radio Club  2,490,294 70 

Northern California Contest Club  636,430 53 

 
Medium Category 

Frankford Radio Club  1,487,258 19 

Central Texas DX and Contest Club  1,272,142 21 

Minnesota Wireless Assn  1,141,858 48 

Yankee Clipper Contest Club  992,058 36 

Society of Midwest Contesters  958,604 40 

Grand Mesa Contesters of Colorado  833,048 18 

Alabama Contest Group  718,622 14 

South East Contest Club  647,136 12 

Tennessee Contest Group  590,450 28 

Contest Club Ontario  563,104 27 

North Texas Contest Club  405,824 7 

Mad River Radio Club  336,878 12 

Louisiana Contest Club  324,470 5 



Central Arizona DX Assn  306,264 14 

Central Virginia Contest Club  209,928 6 

Southern California Contest Club  185,146 19 

Texas DX Society  166,688 3 

Hudson Valley Contesters and DXers  159,956 11 

Maritime Contest Club  148,680 10 

Western New York DX Assn  143,980 5 

CTRI Contest Group  141,298 5 

Kentucky Contest Group  49,414 6 

Carolina DX Assn  45,324 6 

Hampden County Radio Assn  38,378 11 

Willamette Valley DX Club  38,044 6 

Order of Boiled Owls of New York  34,462 3 

North Coast Contesters  32,568 3 

Oklahoma DX Assn  25,842 4 

Rochester (NY) DX Assn  24,542 4 

Six Meter Club of Chicago  13,284 6 

East Coast Canada Contest Club  4,996 3 

 
Local Category 

Central Virginia Contest Club 209,928 6 

Midland ARC  154,270 7 

Low Country Contest Club  153,898 9 



Mother Lode DX/Contest Club  130,894 8 

West Park Radiops  87,172 5 

Western Washington DX Club  50,920 7 

Metro DX Club  48,266 6 

Austin ARC  38,666 4 

Athens County ARA  23,340 4 

Redmond Top Key Contest Club  21,830 3 

Lincoln ARC  19,510 4 

Portage County Amateur Radio Service 16,716 8 

West Allis RAC  15,792 5 

Spokane DX Association  14,658 4 

Bergen ARA  10,238 4 

Meriden ARC  9,446 3 

Panhandle ARC  3,120 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sidebars 

•  Cycle 24 Developments  

•  Most Recent NOAA solar predictions  

 

Hams Respond to Calls for Assistance as Ice Storms Pummel New England 

 
This car in Montgomery, Massachusetts, definitely felt the effects of the ice storm! [Ray 
Weber, KA1JJM, Photo]  
 

 
Many roads were blocked by downed trees in Worcester, Massachusetts after the ice 
storm. [Photo courtesy of Rob Macedo, KD1CY]  



 
Homes in Worcester, Massachusetts were also affected by the ice storm. [Photo courtesy 
of Rob Macedo, KD1CY]  

 

 
Many trees were bent or broken due to the large amounts of ice that froze on them. 
[Photo courtesy of Rob Macedo, KD1CY]  



 
The 15 and 80 meter towers at KC1XX suffered severe damage in the ice storm. [Matt 
Strelow, KC1XX, Photo]  

 

 
The view to the east from KC1XX's QTH. [Matt Strelow, KC1XX, Photo]  

 

As a major ice storm -- accompanied by freezing rains, flooding and strong winds -- severely impacted 
New England on Thursday evening into Friday morning, ARES®, RACES, SKYWARN and MARS 
operators worked together to respond to calls for assistance from served agencies and to participate in the 
recovery phase of the storm. As the storm progressed into the weekend, ice accumulations up to 1.5 inches 
were common throughout a very large area of Western, Central and Northeast Massachusetts, as well as 
parts of New Hampshire and Maine. 
 
"After this summer's severe weather with its unusually historic number of events, we now face the worst ice 
storm we've seen in recent memory in portions of Southern New England," said Eastern Massachusetts 
ARES Section Emergency Coordinator Rob Macedo, KD1CY. "It became clear that we were dealing with 
a rapidly deteriorating situation by early Friday morning. SKYWARN weather spotters relayed data that 
clearly to the NWS, saying whole towns and cities were losing electricity." Macedo also serves as 
SKYWARN Coordinator for the Taunton office of the National Weather Service (NWS). 
 
Macedo said that information gleaned from weather spotters was fed not only to the National Weather 
Service office but also to Emergency Management officials in the area. "This provided the situational 



awareness and disaster intelligence required to rapidly upgrade the response efforts," he said. According to 
Macedo, SKYWARN weather spotters relayed more than 220 reports of icing damage and power outages. 
At the height of the storm, almost 400,000 customers in Massachusetts lost power. Phone service, 
particularly landline service, was disrupted in some areas. New Hampshire was "also very hard hit by the 
storm," Macedo said. "That state reported even more power outages than Massachusetts." As of late 
Sunday evening, almost 140,000 were without power in Massachusetts with over double that number in 
New Hampshire. Southern New England received 2-4 inches of rainfall; isolated higher amounts caused 
river, stream and urban flooding. Strong winds in the region resulted in tree and wire damage, as well as 
coastal flooding along the shoreline. 
 
Macedo said: "This ice storm was severe, but we also had to deal with these other impacts. Those Amateur 
Radio operators involved did remarkably well to service all of the needs in the response phase of this storm. 
As we moved into the recovery phase, hams assisted in shelter communications and EOC operations in 
several communities across the two ARRL Sections in Massachusetts and other Sections in New England." 
 
Eastern and Western Massachusetts 
Macedo said that together with Western Massachusetts ARES Section Emergency Coordinator John 
Ruggerio, N2YHK, he has worked on supplying the various served agencies with Amateur Radio operators 
when situations -- like the ice storm -- happen. Massachusetts State RACES Radio Officer Tom Kinahan, 
N1CPE, has also sought support for State EOC staffing needs. "We have worked together as one team and 
like we were all in one Section," Macedo said. "This is the worst incident John and I have faced as Section 
Emergency Coordinators." 
 
"The Eastern Massachusetts and Western Massachusetts Sections -- led by their Section Emergency 
Coordinators in this response -- worked as one," said ARRL Emergency Preparedness and Response 
Manager Dennis Dura, K2DCD. "There were no boundaries -- it was a seamless mission they continue to 
react to. Even though the conditions were very difficult and the icing was widespread, individual hams 
impacted with the power outages responded to the calls for assistance. Creative thinking was the name of 
the game when repeaters went down. Simplex reigned, and other repeaters on the fringes of their coverage 
areas were utilized." 
 
In Western Massachusetts, SEC John Ruggerio, N2YHK, said the Worcester Emergency Communications 
Team (WECT) and the Worcester EOC were activated at 2 AM Friday "to serve as a hub for 
communications in Central Massachusetts. Our ARES group went to great lengths to accomplish this 
activation." WECT continues to be active supporting their EOC, as well as shelter communications within 
Worcester, Macedo said. "WECT needed additional help, so an ARES unit in Eastern Massachusetts sent in 
a ham to assist late Sunday evening." 
 
Macedo said the town of Gardner, Massachusetts requested ARES assistance for shelter communications 
and health and welfare traffic to offload overworked phones and public safety frequencies: "As Western 
Massachusetts ARES ran out of needs, we formed an ARESMAT (Amateur Radio Emergency Services 
Mutual Aid Team) to handle the need for Gardner EMA Director and ARES Emergency Coordinator Paul 
Topolski, W1SEX. 
 
"Amateur Radio operators from the North and South Shore of Eastern Massachusetts assisted with 
operations for Western Massachusetts, fulfilling needs from Saturday night into Monday morning," 
Ruggerio recounted. "ARES units in the Western Massachusetts Section will provide support during the 
day on Monday in Franklin County, Massachusetts. The need there could last through Tuesday, and we will 
continue to utilize resources between our Sections for support." Ruggerio said. The ARES unit in Franklin 
County ARES has also been supporting operations at the EOC in the town of Heath, as well as shelters in 
that area. 
 
Macedo said there is a possibility that the Massachusetts State EOC operations may need to be staffed 
through Wednesday; staffing needs have currently been met through midnight on Tuesday. "We will 
continue to provide support for as long as requested to support the state EOC," Kinahan said. 



Dave Robbins, K1TTT, in Peru, Massachusetts, reported that the ice storm caused severe damage to his 
antenna farm. "Around 1 AM on Friday," Robbins said, "all antennas were still intact except the 160 meter 
inverted-Ls -- their pulley broke -- and the Beverages. The Beverages had pulled so hard that they broke the 
shack end of the 6×6 post at ground level. This jerked off the F connectors on the coax for the transformers. 
About midday on Friday, the wind came up and broke the elements off the top 40 meter beam -- all four of 
them on one side so it tipped over the other way into the guy wires. This also started breaking elements on 
the 20 and 15 meter Yagis, bending them like horseshoes." 
 
He continued: "There was more wind on Friday night, and it switched around to come from the west. 
Saturday morning revealed that the bottom 40 meter boom brace had failed on one end, breaking the boom. 
It is now leaning badly and most likely has damaged the ring rotor due to the unbalanced load. Later on, 
one of the booms on the European 20 meter antenna broke, too." 
 
Macedo said that as of Monday, tree and utility crews are still dealing with areas that are completely cut off 
from other cities and towns. They are currently working from central locations and working outward to 
restore power and services. 
 
New Hampshire and Maine 
 
New Hampshire Assistant Section Emergency Coordinator David Colter, WA1ZCN, said that ARES units 
in New Hampshire ARES were active, supporting SKYWARN and ARES efforts in the region. "The 
National Weather Service offices in Gray, Maine and Taunton, Massachusetts were both active on the air 
and via EchoLink, actively gathering reports. Gray has been on Mt Washington, Gilford and Gunstock 
repeaters, while Taunton was on the Hollis repeater. I encourage members in the affected areas to forward 
reports to the NWS offices, as well as the State EOC," he said. 
 
Early Friday morning, Colter said that Hillsborough County was fully activated, providing communications 
between the EOC in Amherst and the State EOC. "That town lost most of its phone communications, but 
EOCs in Lydeborough, Washington, Kensington and Hampton were open. The Western Rockingham 
County New Hampshire ARES provided support to the EOC in Derry, and by 9 that evening, operations 
were secured and phones were once again operational." 
 
John Kaufmann, W1FV, said that Matt Strelow, KC1XX, in Mason, New Hampshire, reported that he had 
"major antenna damage with ice up to 1.5 inches thick -- by far the worst he's ever seen at his place, which 
gets more than its share of winter weather. Two of three 40 meter Yagis have been destroyed, and antennas 
on all bands -- 160-10 meters -- have been damaged or completely lost. So far, all of the towers are still 
standing, but there is some concern about trees coming down on guy wires." 
 
Jerry Hume, K1WTX, SKYWARN Coordinator at the NWS office in Gray, stated that Amateur Radio 
operations began there around 3 PM on Thursday, going through Friday morning: "More than 100 reports 
were brought in via Amateur Radio alone, and Tom Berman, N1KTA -- one of the forecasters at NWS 
Gray -- was active with the ham station at the Gray office using call sign WX1GYX." David Lowe, WE1U, 
also forwarded several reports to the National Weather Service office located in Caribou, Maine. 
 
"It was our largest volume of radio traffic that we have handled in our two years of SKYWARN 
operations," Hume said. "Response from the ham community was much heavier than we usually see, with 
many new spotters joining in. I want to believe that this resulted from our efforts promoting SKYWARN in 
the weekly Nets, as well as the help and collaboration by all in improving the program." 
 

 

 



 



 



 







































 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



























































 



 
 
 
 























 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 


