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2011 ARRL DX Phone Contest 
By Ward Silver, N ØAX <n0ax@arrl.net>  

Version 1.3 notes the untimely passing of VE2XAA, adds the Central and New England Division writeups, corrects 

the Seventh Area SOHP plaque winner to K7RL,and adds CO8ZZ (40) and CO2JD (80) to the DX Top Ten table. 

ñNow THATôS what Iôm talking about!ò ï N1UR 

During Februaryôs ARRL DX CW contest, I was sitting at the 15 meter position of the 

K3LR multi-multi station on Feb 19th with Doug, K1DG waiting for the band to pop openéand 

waitingéand waiting. It felt so close!  Recent rumblings on the solar surface gave every 

indication that there would be a dramatic increase in activityébut when?  The answer to my 

grumbles was not long in coming.  On March 1
st
, the solar flux suddenly jumped from 98 to 111 

and kept rising right through the ARRL DX Phone contest on March 5
th
 and 6

th
, all the way to 

155 ï a level not seen since January 2005 and comparable to the contest weekend in 2003! 

Furthermore, the A index was only 5 and the average K index just over 1 making for a stable 

ionosphere and sustained DX openings with an average sunspot number of 116. Welcome back, 

olô Sol! 

Propagation Indices for ARRL DX Phone  

                                 Solar Flux    Planetary Ap     Estimated K 

Year Sat Sun  Sat Sun  Sat Sun 
2002 191 183  5 10  1.6 2.5 
2003 138 147  14.5 11  2.8 2.6 
2004 105 106  5 6  1.8 1.8 
2005  81  84  10 36  2.5 4.3 
2006  75  74  2 1  0.9 0.5 
2007  73  73  2 3  0.5 0.8 
2008  69  69  19 8  3.3 2.0 
2009  69  69  1 8  0.3 2.6 
2010  78  77  3 4  0.8 1.0 
2011 135 143  5 5  1.1 1.2 

 

How did that play out on the bands?  With word spreading rapidly the week before the 

contest, schedules were rearranged to operate in the contest and submitted log totals set another 

all-time mark at 3343 ï 1812 logs were from W/VE stations and 1531 DX logs.  This is a solid 

5% increase from last year which was also a record.  Club log submissions jumped by 10% as 

well, to a total of 76 with the increase in the Medium and Local categories ï the heart and soul of 

the ARRL-Affiliated Club Competition. 

The wide-open bands kept more butts in more chairs with the result being a 24% increase 

in QSOs reported by W and VE stations (a total of 676,546).  DX logs contained 812,262 QSOs 

which was a 17% increase. (Those missing 135,716 QSOs are in un-submitted logs ï itôs never 

been easier to submit a log so why not give it a try next year if youôre a non-submitter?) 
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Clearly, there were a lot more stations on the air.  Three DX stations reported single-band 

QSO totals over 3000 QSOs: HK1K had 3022 QSOs on 20 meters and PJ4G reported 3459 on 15 

meters and 3345 on 10 meters. From the W-VE end, the team at K3LR logged 2480 DX stations 

on 20 meters and 2684 on 15 meters ï the first 

year in quite a while that Timôs 15 meter team 

surpassed 20 meter totals!  Timôs minions also 

found another four DXCC entities on the 

airwaves this year, pushing the single-band bar to 

149. 

The changing solar tides are reflected in 

the year-to-year changes in the single-band log submissions shown in the figure at left. There 

were more single-band logs than ever (247) and 

the big increase this year was ï no surprise ï 10 

meter logs which went from 13 in 2010 to 60 in 

2011.   

This is mirrored on the DX side as shown 

in the lower figure.  Stations that may have stayed 

on 20 meters for the past few years are now 

venturing up to 15 and 10 meters.  For those of you chasing your DXCC Challenge band-entities, 

the trends are good if you need higher totals on the higher bands! 

 

ñBig News: 15 Meters Crosses the Rockies!ò ï VE7XF 

The headline may have been 10 meters this year but the real news was on 15 meters as 

we learned last year.  Even a middling opening on 15 changes the complexion of the contest 

dramatically.  As operators at smaller stations know well (or quickly learn), it is a lot easier to 

make DX contacts on 15 and 10 meters because a multiband antenna can be more effective as 

wavelength falls (and electrical height rises). 

With such good 15 meter conditions this year, operators were encouraged to participate 

for longer periods and that benefited all bands.  The wide-open spaces (comparatively) of 15 

meters ï an extra 100 kHz of General phone band compared to 20 meters ï made operating a lot 

more fun for the Little Pistol and casual operator just looking to put a few contacts in the log and 

hand out some points.  I certainly hope the ARRL QSL Bureau staff has their calendars clear for 

some overtime! 

As you can see from the collection of charts on the next two pages, the progression of the 

solar cycle and its effects on the relative importance and activity for the different bands 

continues and is even accelerating. (The SOLP and SOHP categories have the most entries and 

are used as the bellwether for band-by-band activity.)  Along with the higher solar activity comes 

a resurgence in interest from the Little Pistol as it is easier to have fun with the bands are open, 

eh?  Expect a more dramatic upswing in the 10 and 15 meter relative percentages next year as we 

leave the solar minimum behind.  
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Just how important are the 

logs from Little Pistols and part-

time or casual operators?  They are 

VERY important as shown by the 

figure at right.  Nearly 56% of all 

logs received ï W/VE and DX ï 

contain 200 or fewer QSOs!  Every 

QSO is important and we would 

like to have YOUR contacts in the 

database next year. 

 

Extra Goodies 

Beginning on page 23, youôll also find 80 pages (!!) of Regional Analysis for your 

Division or Continent written by a volunteer author from the area with photos and tables.  

Thereôs also a close look at the results from the Caribbeanôs annual festival of DXing frenzy.  

This is one way to fight the ñdonôt get no respectò blues ï everybody canôt be in the Magic 

Locations so why not get some peer recognition right here at home?  

The appendixes include a short explanation of category abbreviations if you are 

unfamiliar with all the alphabet soup being thrown around.  There is also a short explanation of 

the Accuracy Index as discussed later in the writeup. 

In the supplemental files provided on the ARRL website, youôll find an 8-page PDF 

version of the Top Ten History since 2002 for both W/VE and DX stations, including the new 

Low Power categories. The complete Soapbox comments from the submitted logs are included 

as are the Soapbox comments from the popular 3830 score posting website as compiled by Dink, 

N7WA.  It is fun to browse through all the entries as each comment builds up a Seurat-like 

image of the contest, point by point.  

 

ñBest. Score. Ever.ò W2IRT (SOAHP) 

 

Records 

John, KK9A has been filling contest logs as P4ØA as an SOLP entry.  In 2010 he had a 

string of six straight wins ï the second-longest since 2002.  All good things must come to an end 

and John has closed down his ñIguana Villageò Aruba QTH. He decided to make one last go of it 

as a SOQRP entry.  And what a go!  Talk about going out with a bang, John smashed the old 

1993 all-time SOQRP record with a monster score of 3.073 Mpoints ï a leap of around 50%.  

John, weôll miss you on the bands! 

The happy table below contains an additional pair of all-time records set this year ï the 

MSHP title is now held by the K1LZ team who inched by the 2000 record set from W3BGN. (I 

am assuming MS records from before this year were set using High Power.)  The HK1T record 

on SO40 is also a new all-time record, eclipsing N6TJôs mark set at 9Y4AA in 1986. 
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New Records for 2011  

W-VE Records 

Category Call  District New Record Old Record Year Set 
SOHP WØUA Ø 3,051,360  2,721,510  1991 
SOLP N1UR 1 2,665,065  1,717,380  2009 
SOQRP VA3DF VE 556,842  294,120  2010 
SOAHP W2RE 2 5,128,875  4,846,485  2002 
SO40 W6YI 6 238,140  207,648  2010 
SO40 N7DD 7 245,784  210,936  1998 
M2 WE3C 3 10,543,338 9,557,757  2000 
MSHP K1LZ 1 6,780,420  6,730,380  2000 
MSHP NK7U 7 2,878,722  2,537,115  1981 

DX 

Category Continent Call New Record Old Record Year Set 
SOLP EU IR1Y 1,635,375 1,579,356 1992 
SOQRP SA P4ØA 3,073,275 1,584,360 2004 
SO15 EU CR2A (OH8NC, op) 604.083 495,432 1982 
SO15 OC KH7Y 501,120 433,608 1988 
SO20 AF EF8R (EA8CAC, op) 463,512 298,758 1999 
SO40 NA ZF2AH 458,607 431,100 2010 
SO40 SA HK1T 495,954 364,008 1986 
SO160 EU CR2X (OH2BH, op) 76,797 62,034 2009 

Close Calls 

Category Dist/Cont Existing Record   Year Set This Yearôs Score 
SOHP VE 5,647,008  by VY2ZM  2004 5,142,882 by VY2ZM (K6AAX,op) 
SOLP 3 1,447,680  by NN3W  2005 1,202,385 by W6AAN 
SO80 2 130,410 by K1ZM   1994 119,271 by K2XA 
M2 SA 13,061,412 by PJ2T   2003 12,474,567 by PJ4G 
SOHP NA 9,650,745 by WP3R (K9PG, op) 2003 9,440,100 by 8P5A (W2SC, op) 
       9,377,979 by TO7A (UT5UGR, op) 

Bold  indicates an all-time record for the category 

 

Excluding the flood of new records from 2011ôs new LP categories, the mother lode of 

2002 still remains the biggest year for records.  That could change if we get a sustained period of 

solar flux in the 150-180 range and quiet ionospheric conditions! 

The oldest record broken this year is the 7
th
 district MS 1981 record now held by MSHP 

entry NK7U from Joeôs Baker City, OR QTH.  Several other old-timers are under new 

ownership as well: OH8NC operated CR2A to a new European SO15 record last set in 1982, the 

1998 SO40 record is now held by N7DD, and IR1Y took the 1992 SOLP record for EU. 

The oldest surviving record is still the KØRF MM record set from Colorado in 1979.  At 

4.03 Mpoints, it is the smallest of the US district MM records and should be reachable with the 

great new technology available to station builders.  Nevertheless, that it has stood so long is a 

tribute to the KØRF station that set the record ï and continues to set records such as the new 

SOHP 10
th
-district record set by WØUA at the station this year, another that had lasted twenty 

years. 

What would a table of records be without some close calls, too?  Some records may not 

have been broken but they were seriously challenged.  Look for more records to fall in the years 

to come. Do you think you are record-breaking material?  If so, have a look at the K5TR Contest 

database (www.kkn.net/~k5tr/scoredb) where more than 400,000 published scores have been 

entered by volunteers for you to pick out a target. 
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New Categories 

Two old categories, Single-Op, Assisted (SOA) and Multioperator, Single Transmitter 

(MS), each split into a pair of High Power (SOAHP and MSHP) and Low Power (SOALP and 

MSLP) categories this year ï certainly an opportunity to set a record!  Seriously, the concern 

when creating Low Power categories is that the High Power leaders, sensing a new competitive 

opportunity, will enter and dominate the new category, squeezing out the stations the new 

category was intended to feature.  Iôm pleased to report that this was not case ï not one of the 

Top Ten in the new Low Power categories (see the Top Ten table) can be found in last yearôs 

High Power Top Ten.  Thatôs not to say no High Power station ñdialed it downò and entered as 

Low Power this year ï youôll surely recognize the call signs of the category winners ï but my 

point is that stations that usually operated with low power were indeed the ones competing for 

top honors in general.  Letôs meet the winners, shall we? 

On the W-VE side of things, our first 

overall SOALP winner is Alexey Yushin, 

VE2XAA (also UX3UA) a member of the Contest 

Groupe du Quebec.  Alexey is active in many 

contests and makes a lot of people happy with the 

Quebec multiplier. His efforts paid off this year!  

His antenna farm consists of a single tribander and 

rotatable dipole at about 15 meters in height plus 

wires. Thanks for the photo, Alexey! 

In the MSLP category, Jim WØUO decided to 

change his usual CW-only contest style and put together 

a five-operator team effort, including three who were 

new to DX contesting. Iôd say they learned pretty 

quickly!  The team (WØUO, W5AO, K5ANR, 

KE5SCG, and KF5BHG who is shown in the photo by 

WØUO) put together a very good score of 943 kpoints 

that would have placed within the top twenty scores in 

MSHP. 

 

Outside the US and Canada, the SOALP 

category attracted a lot of attention, too.  Our 

first winner is from South America ï Soni, 

PY1NX who sent us his photo at right.  Soniôs 

2.09 Mpoints would have finished #6 in the 

SOAHP listings so this was quite a good score 

from his home station.  Soni had big numbers 

on 15 and 40 meters plus a handful of 80 meter 

QSOs and multipliers, keeping him in first. 
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Youôll recognize the call signs of both 

team members in the MSLP top spot ï veteran 

contesters Carl AI6V (left) and Robert W5AJ 

(right) shared the operating duties at P4ØV to 

just squeak by the WP3C and KP4WW team 

with nearly 5.5 Mpoints.  Carlôs XYL, Sue 

P4ØYL, took this happy picture of the team. 

What made the difference ï aside from 

contesting savvy ï was ñ10 meters as good as it 

was in the old days down here,ò according to 

Carl.  That one band and 2240 QSOs was the 

key to their being able to out-score a team far closer to North America and whose QSO totals 

were higher on every other band! 

After the contest(s), it is a tradition for all of the Aruba-based operators to get together 

and share a meal.  How many QSOs do you think were represented around the table?  How many 

records?  The answer?  Lots! 

 

 
(Left to right) Carl P49V, John P4ØA, Robert P4ØP, Sue P4ØYL, Cristina P43C, Jean-Pierre 

P43A, and Andy P49Y (Photo courtesy John Bayne, KK9A) 
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Old Categories 

 

The old categories did just fine, thanks, 

holding their own even as those upstart Low 

Power categories grabbed all the attention.  The 

story is the same both here on the North 

American continent and around the world. More 

and more operators are availing themselves of 

the information out there on the Internet and 

entering the now-two Assisted categories.  In 

fact, this year nearly 30% of all W-VE logs 

were submitted as either SOAHP or SOALP, 

the highest fraction for the Assisted category 

ever.  As the red line in the figure shows, 

however, even as the relative size of the 

different slices is changing the pie continues to 

get larger.  No worries, mate! 
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The Multioperator categories are 

fairly steady with a total of about 90 from 

W and VE stations ï between 80 and 100 

since 2004 ï and the fraction of M2 and 

MS stations seems to be about the same 

with MM dropping a bit.  We shall see 

what the addition of the MSLP category 

does to these totals as more experience is 

gained. 

 

Plaque Winners 

Congratulations to these winners ï and thanks to the sponsors who make it possible to 

provide these awards that will surely hang proudly on shack walls around the world!  If you win 

a sponsored plaque (in any contest), be sure to drop the sponsor a note of appreciation for their 

efforts on behalf of radiosport! 

 
 

  


